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Abstract

The world continues to face a public health crisis of opioid overdoses. This prob-
lem seems to worsen every year and plagues our society. This project will explore a
dataset on drug overdose death rates, specifically examining how various demographic
factors influence these rates. We will employ statistical methods to uncover significant
relationships and trends of these demographic factors. This knowledge can then be
used to inform prevention strategies, treatment approaches, and resource allocation,
ultimately working towards saving lives and mitigating this ongoing tragedy.
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1 Dataset

This research uses drug overdose death rate data from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and National Center for Health Statistics. The data is separated by five features,
drug type, sex, age, race, and Hispanic origin. It uses the United States population with data
ranging from 1999 to 2018. A total of 6228 drug overdose death rates at the measurement
of deaths per 100,000 resident population were presented in the dataset. For this study, it
will be assumed that the data was collected randomly, follows a normal distribution, and
was collected properly and reliably. [1]

Figure 1: Yearly death rates in the U.S.

2 Hypothesis Tests

2.1 Hypothesis 1: Male vs. Female

The following hypotheses are formulated for this test:

H0 : µm = µf , µm − µf = 0

H1 : µm ̸= µf , µm − µf > 0
(1)

We will be looking at the explanatory variable of sex (male, female) and response variable
of the drug overdose death rates for this test. The null hypothesis, H0, states that there
is no association between sex and drug overdose death rates (µm = µf , µm − µf = 0). In
other words, the male and female means are equal or the difference of their means is equal
to zero. The alternate hypothesis, H1, states that there is an association between sex and
drug overdose death rates (µm ̸= µf , µm − µf > 0). In other words, the male and female
means are not equal or the difference of their means is greater than zero. A two-sample
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t-test assuming unequal variances using a 95% confidence interval will be used for this test
to compare male and female.

Figure 2: Descriptive statistics

Figure 3: Plot of male and female drug overdose death rates (all ages)
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Figure 4: Two-sample t-test results

With the p-value of 0.000090 < 0.05, we reject the null hypothesis and state that there is
sufficient evidence at the 0.05 level to conclude an association between sex and drug overdose
death rates (µm ̸= µf ).

2.2 Hypothesis 2: Type of Drug

The following hypotheses are formulated for this test:

H0 : µ0 = µ1 = µ2 = µ3 = µ4

H1 : At least one µi is different from the others
(2)

We will be looking at the explanatory variable of drug type (any opioid, heroin, methadone,
natural/semisynthetic opioids, other synthetic opioids (other than methadone)) and re-
sponse variable of the drug overdose death rates for this test. The null hypothesis, H0,
states that there is no difference in drug overdose death rates amongst the different type of
drugs (µ0 = µ1 = µ2 = µ3 = µ4). In other words, the drug type means are equal or the
difference of their means is equal to zero. The alternate hypothesis, H1, states that there is
a difference in drug overdose death rates amongst the different type of drugs (At least one
µi is different from the others). In other words, the drug type means are not equal or the
difference of their means is greater than zero. An analysis of variance (ANOVA) test using
a 95% confidence interval will be used for this test since we are considering more than two
variables for comparison, saving us the unnecessary effort of performing multiple two-sample
t-tests.
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Figure 5: Box-whisker plot of death rates by drug type

Figure 6: Clustered bar plot of death rates by drug type
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Above are visual representations of the individual change in death rates of each drug type
over time. Also, the United States population over time is shown to roughly compare with
the proportional relationship of the death numbers and overall population. [2] [3]

The following ANOVA results are from the Data Analysis Toolpak in Excel and R,
respectively:

With the p-value of 0.0000000009971 < 0.05, we reject the null hypothesis and state that
there is sufficient evidence at the 0.05 level to conclude a statistically significant difference
among the drug type means. In other words, drug type makes a difference in average death
rate.
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Figure 7: ANOVA results: Excel Data Analysis Toolpak

Figure 8: ANOVA results: R

2.3 Hypothesis 3: Sex and Race

The following hypotheses are formulated for this test:

H0 : µ0 = µ1 = µ2 = ... = µk

H1 : At least one µi is different from the others
(3)

We will be looking at the explanatory variables of sex and race ({male, female}×{White,
Black/African American, American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian/Pacific Islander}) and re-
sponse variable of the drug overdose death rates for this test. The null hypothesis, H0,
states that there is no difference in drug overdose death rates for grouping of sex and race
(µ0 = µ1 = µ2 = ... = µk). In other words, the means are equal for groupings of sex and
race or the difference of their means is equal to zero. The alternate hypothesis, H1, states
that there is a difference in drug overdose death rates for grouping of sex and race (At least
one µi is different from the others). In other words, the means are not equal for groupings
of sex and race or the difference of their means is greater than zero. A regression test will be
performed for this test with the goal of assessing the relationship of how sex and race affect
the drug overdose death rates. Also, an analysis of variance (ANOVA) test using a 95%
confidence interval will be used for this test since we are considering more than two variables
for comparison, saving us the unnecessary effort of performing multiple two-sample t-tests.
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Figure 9: Box-whisker plot of death rates: sex and race

Figure 10: Regression with Excel: sex and race
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Figure 11: Regression with R: sex and race

Figure 12: ANOVA summary statistics with Excel: sex and race
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Figure 13: ANOVA results with Excel: sex and race

Figure 14: ANOVA results with R: sex and race
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The regression results tell us with the multiple R value of 0.7665 that the linear rela-
tionship of the death rates and sex and race is 76.65%. The adjusted R square value will
be referenced since we have multiple independent variables. Adjusted R square is 0.5704,
so we interpret this as 57.04% of variability of death rates around µ is explained by the
corresponding behavior of sex and race. Conversely, 43% of variability is due to random
chance or lurking variables. The significance F value is very low which will help support
rejecting the null hypothesis.

The ANOVA results support our conclusion to reject the null hypothesis. Thus, there
is sufficient evidence at the 0.05 level to conclude a statistically significant difference in
drug overdose death rates for grouping sex and race. In other words, sex and race make a
difference in average drug overdose death rate.

3 Conclusion

This study brought valuable insight into the topic of drug overdose death rates in the
United States. The findings from this study indicate that there must exist a tangible influ-
ence on drug overdose deaths in the United States in terms of sex, drug type, and race.

The main takeaways from the statistical tests are:

• There is an association between sex and drug overdose death rates.

• There is a difference in drug overdose death rates amongst the different type of drugs.

• There is a difference in drug overdose death rates for grouping of sex and race.

For the tests on drug type and sex and race, the results may be invalid due to not fully
satisfying the required assumptions for using the ANOVA test.

Some key difficulties to highlight from this study are:

• Creating useful visual representations of the data/tests

• Manipulating the data to work for the tests and for seeing any relationships

• Ensuring homogeneity of variances for the ANOVA tests was confusing

In the future, improvements and additions to be made include using a larger dataset with
more features and data points, testing for correlations, testing for any biases in the data
and results, and using a different test in place of ANOVA if required assumptions cannot
be satisfied.
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